
TUESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2021 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Heinen at 6:30 p.m.  The following City Council 

members were found to be present in person: Mayor Dave Heinen, Council Members Fran Ramler, Doug 

Schmitz and Gary Theisen.  Absent: Shannon Miller.  Others present: Brigid Murphy, Brian Lintgen, 

Jason Blum, Jon Stueve, Aaron Barker, Dan Weber, Jason Dols, Melissa Dols, Kelly Springer, Tina 

Barak, Alice Schreifels, Cheryl Muggli, Patty Keeling and Chantal Oeschsle. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 

A representative from Stearns Benton Progressives stated she was glad the City Council was taking first 

steps for their Ad Hoc Committee.  She stated that the suspect for the Robinson case has been released 

from jail and that now is a critical time for the family, and will remain critical until the trial. She urged the 

Council to empower the Police Department to keep the Robinson’s safe.   

 

Tina Barak inquired what Cheryl Muggli’s role is and what the expectations are for the Ad Hoc 

Committee meeting.  She also urged the Council to show support and request that the school board make 

a mask mandate for the Elementary School. 

 

Alice Schriefels urged the Council to consider consulting with Rashad Turner for the Ad Hoc Committee 

discussions.  She felt his views on the core principals of America may be helpful in uniting the City 

instead of diving it.  

 

Kelly Springer stated there were several books that helped her learn about bias and she provided several 

of them to the Council to assist them with understanding racial justice issues, bias and correcting your 

own biases.  She also urged the Council to urge the district to reconsider their decision to not require 

masks at the Rocori Elementary School.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE AMENDED AGENDA 

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE AGENDA 

OF THE AUGUST 24, 2021 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A.  Minutes – August 10, 2021 Regular Meeting 

B.  MDHA “Stickney Hill Big Horns” – Form LG220, Application for Exempt Permit for a Raffle on 

October 15, 2021 at The Great Blue Heron 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT 

AGENDA.  MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

VARIANCE REQUEST FROM JASON AND MELISSA DOLS 

Jason and Melissa Dols, residents at 217 8th Avenue South explained their request for a variance from the 

requirement that a detached garage be located behind the main structure.  The Dols’ explained that they 

would like to construct a detached garage on their property so that they can park all their vehicles inside a 

structure.  They explained that due to the orientation of their lot and how their house was constructed, 

they have no rear yard to put the detached garage on and instead would like to locate it in their side yard.  

The Planning Commission had reviewed the request and recommended approval.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 

NO. 2021-31, A RESOLUTION APPROVING OF A VARIANCE FOR JASON AND MELISSA DOLS 

FROM THE REQUIREMENT THAT A DETACHED STRUCTURE BE LOCATED BEHIND THE 

MAIN STRUCTURE.  MOTION PASSED 4-0. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

A.  Monthly Activity Report 

Chief Weber stated that there have been 36 calls in the month of August.  He stated that the new truck 

should be arriving in September.  He explained that due to the drought the fireworks for the parish festival 

had to be cancelled.  

 

B.  Fire Department Relief Association Request to Increase the Contribution for 2021  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO APPROVE THE 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT RELIEF ASSOCIATION AND INCREASE 

THE RELIEF CONTRIBUTION FOR 2021 FROM $17,900 TO $18,500, AN INCREASE OF $600.00.  

MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

C.  Pay Increase for the Fire Chief, Assistant Fire Chief, Lieutenant, and Captains 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO AUTHORIZE AN INCREASE 

IN PAY FOR FIRE CHIEF FROM $4,500.00 TO $5,000.00 PER YEAR; TO INCREASE THE PAY 

FOR THE ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF FROM $2,000.00 TO $2,500.00 PER YEAR, THE LIEUTENANT 

FROM $800.00 TO $1,300.00 PER YEAR, AND THE PAY OF CAPTAIN FROM $500 TO $600 PER 

YEAR EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 2020; FURTHERMORE, TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS 

INCREASE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 2021 BUDGET.  MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT 

A.  Request to Purchase Rink Board from Arena Warehouse  

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE 

OF HOCKEY RINK BOARDS FROM ARENA WAREHOUSE AT A PRICE OF $39,500.00 AND 

FURTHERMORE, TO BE PAID OUT OF PARKS BUDGET CAPITAL EXPENSE LINE ITEM #6413.  

MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

CITY ENGINEERING REPORT 

A.  Project Updates 

Lintgen provided updates on several ongoing engineer related projects.  On the Sanitary Sewer and Water 

System Improvements project he explained that a portion of the project, specifically the sewer extension 

forcemain which will go under the golf course and under the river, had been taken out of the original bid 

to gather more details for the plans.  He stated that he anticipates having the final plan set for this portion 

ready in the next few weeks and he would like to put this portion of the project out to bid in mid-

September.   

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO ADVERTISE FOR THE 

PRESENTED PORTION OF THE PROJECT WITH A BID DATE OF SEPTEMBER 16, 2021.  

MOTION PASSED 4-0.  

  

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

A.  Request Approval to Hire Cheryl Muggli to Assist with the Ad Hoc Committee 

Murphy explained that Cold Spring resident Cheryl Muggli has provided assistance with organizing and 

setting up the Ad Hoc Committee meeting coming up on September 2, 2021.  She stated that Cheryl has 

already provided four hours of assistance and she anticipates an additional fifteen hours of her time being 

needed in the next week and a half.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPROVE HIRING CHERYL 

MUGGLI TO ASSIST WITH THE AD HOC COMMITTEE FORMATION AT A RATE OF $25.00 

PER HOUR.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  
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B.  Special Meeting Agenda 

Murphy stated that she needs to post an agenda for the Special Meeting for the Ad Hoc Committee.  She 

presented a draft of the agenda and requested feedback from the Council.  They gave unanimous consent 

on the agenda as it was presented.  

 

COMMISSION UPDATES 

A.  Planning Commission  

Mayor Heinen stated that they discussed the Dols variance request at the Planning Commission meeting.  

 

B.  EDA & Rocori Trail Construction Board 

Murphy stated that neither of these groups met since the last report.  

 

C.  Park Board 

Councilor Schmitz reported that the Park Board had reviewed their Capital Improvements Plan in 

preparation of the budget meeting.  He stated they also discussed the boards for the hockey rink and plans 

for a pickleball court in the former Skateboard Park.  

 

LIST OF BILLS 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO REVIEW AND ACCEPT 

PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $258,347.36 

AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST TOTALING $24,750.36.  MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

CLOSED MEETING 

Mayor Heinen announced that pursuant to Minnesota State Statute Section 13D.05 Subdivision 3(c)(3) 

the meeting would be closed to determine a sale price for property owned by the City of Cold Spring with 

parcel identification number 48.29442.0008.  The meeting was then closed at 7:07 p.m. 

 

RE-OPEN MEETING 

Mayor Heinen re-opened the meeting and the council approved to selling the lot at a minimum of $30,000 

MOTION BY THEISEN AND SECONDED BY SCHMITZ. MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO ADJOURN AT 7:25 P.M., 

SEEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 

4-0. 

 

 

___________________________________              ______________________________________ 

Dave Heinen, Mayor  Brigid Murphy, City Administrator 


