
TUESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2021 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Heinen at 6:30 p.m.  The following City Council members were found 

to be present in person: Mayor Dave Heinen, Council Members Shannon Miller, Fran Ramler, and Gary Theisen.  

Absent: Doug Schmitz.  Others present: Brigid Murphy, Brian Lintgen, Jason Blum, Jon Stueve, Jessica Green, Corey 

Gerads, Bill Molitor, Alissa Brichman, Jeff Bertram, Gary Traut, Michael Nistler, Aaron Barker, Tammy Paczkowski 

and Robert Krzyzanowski. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 

Alissa Brichman stated she was representing the group of progressives and was asking for follow up information from 

the last meeting where the Robinson family was present.  She wanted to know what’s happened since that meeting and 

what initiatives were being considered moving forward.  She offered help and stated that she would be keeping the City 

Council accountable.  

 

Michael Nistler explained that provided security at the Robinson home after the incident occurred.  He stated that the 

neighborhood really appreciated him being there and gave praise to Officer Mueller for his professionalism.  He went on 

to discuss his opinion on the criminal case and stated that there are areas of opportunity for better patrols and systems to 

be in place.  

 
APPROVAL OF THE AMENDED AGENDA 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO APPROVE THE AGENDA OF THE 

AUGUST 10, 2021 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A.  Minutes – July 27, 2021 Regular Meeting 

MOTION WAS MADE BY MILLER, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  

MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE NO. 388, AMENDING THE REFUSE COLLECTION ORDINANCE 

Mayor Heinen opened the public hearing at 6:40 pm.  Murphy explained the ordinance would reduce the number of 

licensed haulers to two instead of three and that the license term would be reduced from three years to two years.  She 

stated that in November notices would be sent to the current list of licensed haulers and the Council would then need to 

select two haulers to license.  She added that she would send a survey to residents to gather feedback on the change.  Jeff 

Bertram from West Central Sanitation spoke in support of the ordinance and about their desire to maintain their 

relationship with their customers in Cold Spring.  Mayor Heinen called three times for public testimony after hearing no 

further comments the public hearing was closed at 6:45 pm.   

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 388, AN 

ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 225:25 OF THE CITY CODE PERTAINING TO REFUSE COLLECTION.  

MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

ALLIANCE BUILDER’S APPLICATION FOR TAX ABATEMENT  

Corey Gerads from Alliance Building Corp and Jessica Green from Northland Capital discussed Alliance’s application 

for tax abatement and/or waiver of water and sewer connection fees for the proposed 60 unit market rate apartment 

complex in River Links development.  Gerads stated that he has purchased the land from the developer and is seeking 

assistance in the form of tax abatement and/or waiver of connection fees.  He stated that he also needs approval from 

both the school district and the county for tax abatement.  He stated he was unsure of their support or level of assistance.  

Green explained the amounts being requested are $627,556.00 in tax abatement and $312,885 for the water and sewer 

connection fees.  Gerads explained he was looking to get a pulse on the Council’s feeling for assistance, so that he can 

share that with the school district and county who he will be meeting with in the next few weeks.  After meeting with 

those entities Green would take another look at the numbers and provide a recommendation to the Council for amounts 

after which a public hearing would need to be held on providing assistance.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO CONTINUE MOVING FORWARD WITH 

DISCUSSIONS WITH ALLIANCE BUILDERS CORP FOR TAX ABATEMENT AND/OR WAIVER OF CITY FEES 

FOR THEIR APARTMENT COMPLEX PROJECT.  MOTION PASSED 4-0. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE UPDATE 

Gary Traut and Robert Krzyzanowski provided an update to the Council on the project timeline.  They explained that the 

projected timeline was aggressive and due to shortages on bar joists the construction schedule will need to be revised.  

They explained they wanted to start construction this fall, but due to projected supply shortages, they suggested moving 

the bidding back to November.  They stated it will allow them to slow down and get accurate design documents and plan 

sets for bidding.   

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO APPROVE ADJUSTING THE PROJECT 

TIMELINE FOR THE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING PROJECT AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

  

RECAP OF MAYOR’S MEETING WITH THE SCHOOL BOARD CHAIR AND AD HOC COMMITTEE 

Mayor Heinen stated that he met with Rocori School Board Chairperson Wesenberg and Superintendent Kelvington on 

August 4, 2021.  He stated that they agreed that each entity would work individually for the time being but they would 

share updates with each other and in the future get together again to share ideas.  Murphy stated that she would like some 

guidance for the Ad Hoc Committee.  The Council agreed that for now the Ad Hoc Committee should be a special 

meeting not held as part of the twice monthly meetings.  They agree the first meeting would be held on September 2, 

2021 at 5:30 pm.  At this meeting they hope to get feedback from meeting participants on picking a group facilitator from 

the suggested list of consultants provided by the League of Minnesota Cities.  They would then discuss goals, next steps 

and further direction for the committee.  

 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT 

A.  Request to Purchase a Snow Pusher  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A SNOW 

PUSHER FROM ZIEGLER CAT AT A PRICE OF $3,030.25 AND FURTHERMORE TO BE PAID OUT OF THE 

STREET DEPARTMENT BUDGET EQUIPMENT LINE ITEM #6311.  MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

B.  Request to Purchase a 2008 Rosco Dura Patcher from MNDOT 

Stueve stated that MNDOT is selling a Dura Patcher at a good price, although this purchase was not budgeted for this 

year, it is in the Capital Improvements Plan for a future purchase.  He stated that the unit is in good condition and would 

be safer for staff to operate.  He stated he anticipates being able to sell out the City’s share of the current mutually owned 

patcher to one of the other respective cities.  Murphy added that local government aid funds from the small cities 

assistance program can be used towards this purchase because it is for roads and road maintenance.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A 2008 

ROSCO DURA PATCHER FROM THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AT A PRICE OF 

$40,000.00 AND FURTHERMORE, TO BE PAID OUT OF THE STREET DEPARTMENT CAPITAL 

EXPENDITURES LINE ITEM #6413.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.      

 

CITY ENGINEERING REPORT 

A.  Project Updates 

Lintgen provided updates on several ongoing engineer related projects.  He explained that a change order was proposed 

for the Water Treatment Plant to connect to Well No. 5.  He stated that Eagle Construction provided a bid for the work 

under the current unit prices which would total $24,589.00.   

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO APPROVE CHANGE ORDER #1 FOR THE 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $24,589.00.   MOTION PASSED 4-0.  

  

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

A.  Resolution No. 2021-30, a Resolution Supporting a Traffic Study for County Road 2 

Murphy explained that she had received a petition from residents in the River Oaks development requesting a speed 

study on County Road 2.  She stated that the City has to submit the request to the County, which will then request that 

MNDOT complete the study.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY MILLER, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2021-30, A 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING STEARNS COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT’S REQUEST TO MNDOT FOR A 

TRAFFIC STUDY ON COUNTY ROAD 2, FROM THE ROUNDABOUT AT COUNTY ROAD 50, NORTH TO 

GREYSTONE ROAD.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  
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B.  Approve Right of Way Turn Back 

Murphy stated that when Highway 23 was re-routed there were numerous pieces of right of way, that until recently, had 

not yet been turned back to local entities.  She stated that in the near future she will discuss these pieces of right of way 

with Wakefield Township.      

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO ACCEPT THE TURN BACK OF RIGHT OF 

WAY FROM THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION QUIT CLAIM DEED.  MOTION 

PASSED 4-0. 

 

C.  Easement with Gerald and Eloise Westby  

Murphy explained that this is a temporary construction easement to store equipment, materials and supplies for the 

sanitary sewer and water system improvement project.       

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO ACCEPT THE EASEMENT FROM 

GERALD AND ELOISE WESTBY FOR A TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT ON THEIR PROPERTY 

WITH PID # 36.23662.0000.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  

 

D.  Stickney Hills Update 

Murphy explained that the City of Rockville had revoked the SUI permit for Stickney Hills and ordered them to 

disconnect their pipe within ten days.  She explained that the ten days will expire on August 15th.   

 

E. Updates 

Murphy stated that the parade in town will be on August 22nd.  She added that the library would like to add a WIFI access 

point on the exterior of the building.  She stated that they would pay for the access point through their American Rescue 

Act funds.  Councilor Miller suggested letting the businesses that share the City Hall parking lot know of the change.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY MILLER, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO ALLOW FOR GREAT RIVER REGIONAL 

LIBRARY TO INSTALL AN EXTERIOR ACCESS POINT FOR WIFI ON THE CITY HALL BUILDING COMPLEX 

AND FOR THEM TO PAY FOR THE COST OF THE INSTALLATION THEMSELVES.  MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

LIST OF BILLS 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO REVIEW AND ACCEPT PAYMENT OF THE 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $307,629.79 AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST 

TOTALING $149,457.50.  MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:49 P.M., SEEING NO 

FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 4-0. 

 

 

___________________________________              ______________________________________ 

Dave Heinen, Mayor  Brigid Murphy, City Administrator 


