
WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2026 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Heinen at 5:00 p.m.  The following City Council members 

were found to be present: Mayor Dave Heinen and Council Members Mike Fall, Ryan Hennen, Fran Ramler 

and Doug Schmitz.  Absent: None.  Others present: Kris Dockendorf, Jason Blum, Jon Stueve, Dan Weber, 

Jeff Haselhorst, Bob Theis, Mary Theis, Dan Frank, Cathy Bales, Rich Haselhorst, Jerry Janssen, Jeff Olson, 

Mary J. Olson, Millie Janssen, Kathy Haselhorst, Kathy Trnka, Tayler Burch, Rylan Sabo, Rebecca Posch, 

Tim Martinson, Bob Sabo and Joe Jelovnick.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNEN, SECONDED BY FALL, TO APPROVE THE AMENDED AGENDA 

OF THE JULY 8, 2026 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

A.  Minutes – June 24, 2026 Regular Meeting 

B.  St. Cloud Heritage Quilters, LG220 Application for Exempt Permit, for a Raffle to be held June 26-27, 

2027 at Rocori High School  

C.  America 250 Celebration Street Closure – Amend hours for Closing of Main Street from Red River 

Avenue to 3rd Avenue on Wednesday, July 8, 2026 from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY HENNEN, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT 

AGENDA AS PRESENTED. MOTION PASSED 5-0.   

 

PROPOSAL TO PURCHASE LAND FROM THE CITY – BOB SABO 

Bob Sabo owner of Red Truck Ice Cream stated that they would like to offer their customers more outdoor 

seating.  He stated that there is a green space to the east of his shop, between it and the new Fire Hall, and he 

would like to purchase twelve feet of the city owned property.  He explained that on his property, there is only 

two feet of land to the east of his shop. The strip of city owned property he would like to purchase is 12 feet by 

132 feet.  Fire Chief Dan Weber stated that he did not foresee an issue in the immediate future with selling the 

land, but requested that some type of barrier be in place to keep their customers from wondering onto the Fire 

Hall property.  Sabo stated he would be willing to put some type of fence there and signage.  Stueve stated that 

there are sprinklers installed in that area that would need to be addressed or removed.  The City Engineer 

provided comments about drainage and easements.  Sabo stated he would be willing to do the necessary 

requirements including survey work.  

 

DISCUSS PLACING OF LOOKOUT PARK ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC 

PLACES    

Rylan Sabo introduced Rebecca Posch, Rocori FFA Chapter Vice President who provided a service project 

update on Lookout Park.  Recent efforts include continued removal of invasive vegetation, picking up litter 

along the river bank and in the river and applying mulch in a portion the south park with the help of additional 

volunteers.  Sabo provided a cost comparison for clean up with a park in New Ulm.  Sabo stated that as they 

are nearing completion of their efforts they would like to have someone come out and re-evaluate the property 

for eligibility of being listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  He discussed the value in that 

designation including a strong tourism component in addition to history and natural resources.  He explained 

that the State Historic Preservation Office Coordinator assigned to the project has identified a Legacy grant 

that helps pay for an architectural historian or firm, gather all the data together, which would then be sent to 

their office and then the Department of Interior to have it listed.  The Council agreed that they would be 

interested in pursuing the grant and also taking RFP’s for the application work.      

 

DISCUSS CONCERNS FROM GROUP HOME NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTS 

Councilor Schmitz inquired whether anyone from Catholic Charities was present at the meeting, and then 

expressed his disappointment with no representative being present to answer the public’s questions, especially 

since they were specifically told about the meeting.  Tim Martinson, spokesperson from the neighborhood 

residents, asked for the city’s help with group home nuisance and disturbing things occurring there.  He stated 

their desire for the City’s help to not let it re-open.  He discussed unqualified staff, patients walking around 

scaring neighbors, in addition to other incidents that have occurred in the past that the neighbors have 

experienced.  He estimated that there have been at least 15 police calls for service to the property in the last 
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two years.  Martinson stated that Catholic Charities has multiple violations at the State level for their group 

homes.  Councilor Fall stated that the State of Minnesota Department of Human Services licenses group 

homes not the City.  Neighbors expressed their frustration and requested help from City officials.  Jeff Olson, 

resident at 403 8th Ave N, read a letter from Sandy Deutsch, neighboring resident who couldn’t be present. The 

letter detailed her concerns about this type of group home being located in a residential neighborhood, 

concerns about staffing and training of the employees, and an incident between a resident and her daughter in 

2023. Council members also expressed frustration with Catholic Charities and agreed that they would send a 

letter to the State Department of Human Services about the concerns with the Catholic Charities group homes, 

and to the state representative and senator.  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 436, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EXPOSURE 

RATES 

Dockendorf stated that at the last meeting the Council had given direction to increase the fee for hazardous 

materials exposures.  She stated that the ordinance changes the fee from $1,000 to $3,000, and the subsequent 

hour fee would be increased from $500 to $1,000, as recommended by the Fire Chief.   

MOTION WAS MADE BY FALL, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 436 – 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS EXPOSURE RATES.  MOTION PASSED 5-

0.   

 

KRIS DOCKENDORF RETIREMENT  

Councilor Hennen stated that the City Administrator position hiring should also be added to the planned 

workshop scheduled to discuss the Public Works Direction position.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY FALL, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO ACCEPT THE RETIREMENT 

RESIGNATION OF KRIS DOCKENDORF, CITY ADMINISTRATOR, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 11, 

2026 AND TO THANK HER FOR HER 40 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE CITY OF COLD SPRING; 

FURTHERMORE, TO APPOINT THE CITY COUNCIL TO THE HIRING COMMITTEE.  MOTION 

PASSED 5-0.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT    

Stueve stated that work will begin on the County Road 2 median project on Monday, July 20, 2026.  Councilor 

Fall inquired about the storm sewer clean outs along Highway 23, Stueve stated he would contact MnDOT 

about it.  

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT  

Chief Blum stated that National Night Out will be in August and encouraged participation in all 

neighborhoods.  He also discussed the new speed trailer being set up and a recent scam.     

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT  

Dockendorf stated that the City Engineer did submit a written report which was distributed to the Council.  

Dockendorf stated that she has still been in contact with the townships about the fire service contracts.  She 

announced the two-week filing period for Mayor and two City Council seats.  Dockendorf stated that she has 

been signing agreements and easements for the 3rd Avenue Southeast Project which should be starting soon.   

 

LIST OF BILLS 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY HENNEN, TO REVIEW AND ACCEPT 

PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $1,332,728.46 

PRESENTED BY CITY STAFF.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

 

CLOSED SESSION  

At approximately 6:33 p.m. Mayor Heinen announced that the Council would be going into a closed session to 

consider offers or counteroffers for the City’s Purchase or Sale of Real or Personal Property or Interest 

Therein under Minnesota Statutes, Section 13D.05, Subdivision 3 (c).    
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MOTION WAS MADE BY FALL, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO CLOSE THE CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING AT 6:33 P.M.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

REOPEN CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNEN, SECONDED BY FALL, TO OPEN THE CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING AT 6:48 P.M.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

ACTION ON CLOSED SESSION 

MOTION WAS MADE BY FALL, SECONDED BY HENNEN, TO ACCEPT THE OFFER FROM BOB 

SABO FROM RED TRUCK ICE CREAM TO PURCHASE A 12’ X 132’ STRIP OF LAND FROM THE 

CITY BETWEEN THE FIRE HALL AND RED TRUCK ICE CREAM AT A COST OF $2,500 OR $1.00 

PER S.F. PLUS ALL EXPENSES, WHICHEVER IS MORE.  EXPENSES INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT 

LIMITED TO MOVING THE SPRINKLING SYSTEM, INSTALLING A FENCE, REGRADING THE 

PROPERTY AS NEEDED FOR DRAINAGE, SURVEYING THE PROPERTY, AND VACATING 

PROPERTY LINE EASEMENTS AND ESTABLISHING NEW ONES.  THE FOLLOWING VOTED IN 

FAVOR:  HEINEN, HENNEN, FALL, AND SCHMITZ.  OPPOSED:  RAMLER; WHEREBY THE 

MAYOR DECLARED THE MOTION PASSED 4-1. 

 

ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNEN, SECONDED BY FALL, TO ADJOURN AT 6:50 P.M., SEEING NO 

FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

 

 

___________________________________                     ______________________________________ 

Dave Heinen, Mayor               Kris Dockendorf, City Administrator 


