
TUESDAY, JULY 27, 2021 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Heinen at 6:30 p.m.  The following City Council members were found 

to be present in person: Mayor Dave Heinen, Council Members Shannon Miller, Fran Ramler, Gary Theisen and Doug 

Schmitz.  Others present: Brigid Murphy, Brian Lintgen, Jason Blum, Jon Stueve, Angie  Mueller, Dan Weber, Dale 

Houg, Nora Hertel, Mary Molitor, Julie Woods, Raquel Woods, Julie Sabo, Jane Conrad, William Conrad, Dave 

Peterunz, Bill Molitor, Jenny Berg, Mary Hetland, Joe Vanryn, Hannah Fussy, Sara Grachels, Kelly Springer, Tina 

Barak, Andrea Robinson, Jon Dement, Phil Robinson, Olivia Williams, Dexter Hanson, Cierra Brown, Takaimee Rogers, 

O. Aeehsle, Natalie Ringsmuth, Michelle Powers, Deanna Powers, Darla Scoutin, Frank Scoutin, Ryan Hennen, Adelle 

Hennen, Doris Minnerath, Brandi Postels, Patricia Jones, Maesoun Zoves, Jamie Opper, Melissa Dols, Ron Ferguson, 

Sandi Schlangen, Kit Ferber, Maggie Jennings, Alissa Brichman, Birtton Mikkelsen, Cliff Johnson, Nichole Matuska, 

Carol Sell, Jennifer Wirz, Gabriella Wilke, Alison Hendley, Katrhine Holzer, Clare Lamb, Kevin Lamb, Jill Krebsbach, 

Anthony Knefler, Stacie Knefler, Abby Knefler, Piper Knefler, Kali Walton, Angel Hight, Barb Zobitz, Eirin Platz and 

Amy Hunter. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 

Cliff Johnson from the Cold Spring Area Historical Society invited the public to the open house being hosted at the 

museum during Hometown Pride Days.  

 

Mayor Heinen then read the following statement regarding the July 24th criminal activity in the City of Cold Spring. The 

City of Cold Spring vehemently rejects racist behavior in all its forms.  One of the most insidious forms, which is not 

always visible to the community, is harassment targeting a single community member or family.  Racism is harmful first 

and foremost to the victims.  The damage to the sense of security and peace of mind in their own home is even more 

significant than the property damage resulting from this incident, and will leave them with lasting scars.  Racist behavior 

is harmful to our whole community as well. It is not right, and is not welcome here.  I want to strongly reiterate that the 

City of Cold Spring does not tolerate racism in any form.  We strive to be a welcoming community for all persons no 

matter race, color, ethnicity, religion, gender identification, age, ability, place of origin, citizenship status or veteran 

status and we will continue to promote this community value.   

 

The following individuals went on to speak in support of Andrea and Phil Robinson and their family, and against racism.  

They are listed as follows: Katie Westlund, Jon Dement, Jane Conrad, Ryan Hennen, Billie Jean VanMight, Deanna 

Powers, Natalie Ringsmuth, Debra McCarl, Julie Woods, Rachel Wenner, Cierra Brown, Ron Ferguson, Kit Ferber, 

Chris Morris, Kiesa Webster, Jill Krebsbach, Barb Zobitz, Maggie Jennings, Stephanie Ferguson, Doug Cook, Bill 

Molitor, Sandy Schlangen, Alissa Brichman, Amy Hunter, Hannah Fussy, Jackie Umerski, Mary Molitor, Olivia 

Williams, and Erin Bonito.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE AMENDED AGENDA 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED TO MILLER, TO APPROVE THE AMENDED AGENDA OF 

THE JULY 27, 2021 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Minutes – July 13, 2021 Regular Meeting 

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED TO MILLER, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS 

PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

REQUEST TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL  

Resident Andrea Robinson spoke about the recent criminal activity that her and her family have been the victims of over 

the last few months.  She spoke about her experience and frustrations with how the crime was charged out by the 

attorney’s office.  She requested that city leaders reflect on how things went, that she and her husband be involved in 

discussions with city leadership and for local agencies to work together better on a variety of different agency levels 

including investigations and prosecution.  She went on to thank the community for the support that has been shown to 

her family.  

 

The Council discussed the comments made during the open forum and agree that they would take action to make a 

positive change in the community.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO URGE GOVERNOR WALZ TO REFER 

THE CRIMINAL CASE TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE FOR REVIEW AND PROSECUTION.  

MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

MOTION WAS MADE BY MILLER, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO CREATE AN AD HOC COMMITTEE TO 

WORK TO END SYSTEMIC RACISM IN THE COMMUNITY.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 
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MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO HAVE AN AD HOC COMMITTEE 

CONSISTING OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT  

A.  Preliminary Firefest Results  

Chief Weber reported that there were around 6,800 tickets sold and approximately 6,450 tickets scanned at the entrance 

to the concert.  He stated that the concert went well and thanked everyone for their support.   

 

B. Department Call Update 

Chief Weber reported that there had been 58 calls in May and 40 calls in June, with a total of 308 calls since December 

1, 2020.  He stated that luckily there haven’t been any grass fires.    

 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT 

A.  Request Approval to Disconnect Well #3  

Stueve presented the pricing proposal for the work to disconnect Well #3 as previously discussed.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO APPROVE DISCONNECTING WELL #3 

AND AWARD THE PROJECT TO KRAEMER EXCAVATING AT A COST OF $4,250.00 AND FURTHERMORE, 

TO BE PAID OUT OF THE WATER BUDGET EQUIPMENT REPAIR AND UPKEEP LINE ITEM #6313.  MOTION 

PASSED 5-0. 

 

B.  Frogtown Storm Drain Installation  

Stueve presented the pricing proposal for the work to install a storm drain in Frogtown near the Jason Wieneke property.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO APPROVE THE INSTALLATION OF A 

CATCH BASIN, HDPE PIPE AND REPLACE RIP RAP AT FROGTOWN AND AWARD THE PROJECT TO 

KRAEMER EXCAVATING AT A COST OF $10,750.00 AND FURTHERMORE, TO BE PAID OUT OF THE 

STORM SEWER BUDGET CAPITAL EXPENDITURE LINE ITEM #6413.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

C.  Water Conservation Discussion  

Stueve explained that other area cities have instated watering bans due to their water sources being pulled from surface 

water.  He stated that the water appropriations permit sets the amount of water the City is allowed to use.  He stated 

anything that the public is able to do to conserve water is appreciated.  He stated that green grass is not a necessity in a 

drought.  Councilor Theisen inquired if large industrial users are being asked to conserve water too.  Stueve explained 

they each have their own appropriations permit and that industrial business have higher priority than residential users.  

He stated that if the drought continues staff may need to close down the Splash Pad earlier than planned for the season.   

 

CITY ENGINEERING REPORT 

Brian Lintgen gave an update on the engineer related projects that are currently being worked on.  

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

A.  National Night Out  

Chief Blum reminded the public about events planned for August 3rd at Alexander Park and at Centennial Park. 

 

B.  River Lakes Days and Firefest Recaps 

Chief Blum stated that both events went well and were well attended.  

 

C.  County Wide Services Update 

Chief Blum explained that changes are being made for dispatchers to screen calls to determine whether a mental health 

crisis response team should be sent to a call for service, or if it should be a combined response with law enforcement.   

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

A.  Resolution No. 2021-29, A Resolution Accepting Easements for the 2021 Brewery Sanitary and Watermain 

Improvements Project   

Murphy explained that these are the final easements needed for the segregated sewer and water lines project.    

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2021-29, A 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE EASEMENTS FOR THE BREWERY SANITARY AND WATERMAIN 

IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  
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B.  Other  

Murphy stated that the City will be receiving $226,600 from the American Rescue Plan.  She stated that the funds can be 

used for sewer and water projects.  She suggested that the funds be put towards the $450,000 portion of the Water 

Treatment Plant project that is not covered by state funding.  Murphy stated that she received notice that the City is 

eligible for the USDA Loan for the public safety building and that they will be sending a full application packet.  Murphy 

added that the results of the speed study on Co Rd 50 have been received and that there will be a change in the speed 

limit to 45 mph to 158th Avenue.  She added that the next speed study will be on Co Rd 2, since the time it was 

completed was in 2012. 

 

COMMISSION UPDATES  

The Planning Commission and the Park Board have not met since their last update.  Councilor Ramler stated that the 

EDA visited Wealthcare to see their renovated office space.  Murphy stated that the Rocori Trail Construction Board 

received notice that the legislature approved the funding for the last phase of the trail.  She stated construction will begin 

in the spring.  

 

LIST OF BILLS 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO REVIEW AND ACCEPT PAYMENT OF 

THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $648,760.54 AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST 

TOTALING $16,635.04.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO ADJOURN AT 9:28 P.M., SEEING NO 

FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

 

___________________________________              ______________________________________ 

Dave Heinen, Mayor  Brigid Murphy, City Administrator 


