
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2026 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Heinen at 5:00 p.m.  The following City Council members were 

found to be present: Mayor Dave Heinen and Council Members Mike Fall, Ryan Hennen, and Fran Ramler.  

Present by remote audio was Council member Doug Schmitz.  Absent: None.  Others present: Kris Dockendorf, Jon 

Stueve, Jason Blum, Sam Butler, Peter Daniels, Jackie Knowles, Dan Weber, Kayla Ehresmann, Thomas Neuman, 

Ione Leither, Mark Husnik, Steve Heying, Julie Heying, Jayson Molitor, Tom Valerius, Tanya Schmidt, Eric 

Boucher, Jessica Schnell, Jason Spoden, Mitchell Mueller and Joe Jelovnick.  

 

OPEN PUBLIC FORUM 

Councilor Schmitz stated that he was recovering from surgery and wasn’t able to make it to the meeting in person.  

He stated he would be attending meetings remotely while he recovers at home.   

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNEN, SECONDED BY FALL, TO APPROVE THE AGENDA OF THE MAY 

27, 2026 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE, AYES – HEINEN, HENNEN, 

FALL, RAMLER AND SCHMITZ, NAYES – NONE.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

A.  Minutes – May 13, 2026 Regular Meeting 

B.  Minutes – March 16, 2026 Library Lease Special Meeting 

C.  Resolution No. 2026-22, a Resolution Approving Annual Liquor and Tobacco Licenses 

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY HENNEN, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA 

AS PRESENTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE, AYES – HEINEN, HENNEN, FALL, RAMLER AND SCHMITZ, 

NAYES – NONE. MOTION PASSED 5-0.   

 

PRESENTATION OF WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 30% DESIGN 

Peter Daniels from Stantec presented the Wastewater Treatment Facility 30% Design.  Daniels provided 

background information on the industrial pre-treatment, activated sludge, domestic waste, and the City’s permit 

with the MPCA.  He explained that aging infrastructure in the facility, increased flow, along with nitrogen planning 

for the next 20-40 years.  He stated that $5.5 million had been secured this session in the bonding bill for the 

project, which has a total estimated cost of $57 million.  He explained project phasing is an option and they will 

continue to evaluate that approach while continuing to keep the big picture in mind.  He also explained that the City 

of Rockville is a partner on this project, additional funding programs that may be available, and the rate study that 

is underway.  He stated that the current contract was through this preliminary design, and that Stantec would bring a 

proposal forward for continued next steps for the project.   

 

APPROVE GUARANTEED MAXIMUM PRICE, AMENDMENT#1 FOR REMODEL PROJECT  

Dockendorf reminded the Council that Chris Osby and Gary Traut from Donlar were present at the last meeting and 

explained that the guaranteed maximum price.  Dockendorf stated that after Donlar reviewed and verified contracts 

there was one change that resulted in an increase of $20,000.  She stated she had not heard back from Donlar on 

what that particular item was that increased.  The Council stated they would like to find out what the $20,000 

increase was but that they didn’t feel it necessary to hold up the entire project by not approving the amendment 

until the next meeting.   

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY HENNEN, TO APPROVE THE GUARANTEED 

MAXIMUM PRICE, AMENDMENT #1 FROM DONLAR CONSTRUCTION FOR CITY HALL AND POLICE 

DEPARTMENT REMODEL PROJECT.  ROLL CALL VOTE, AYES – FALL, HEINEN, HENNEN AND 

RAMLER, NAYES – SCHMITZ.  MOTION PASSED 4-1.      

 

REQUEST CITY SUPPORT OF AMERICA 250 CELEBRATION    

Ione Leither from the Cold Spring Historical Society stated they are planning a celebration on Wednesday, July 8, 

2026 to coincide with the national celebration of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.  She stated the 

event will be from 4-8 p.m. and focus on kids with story times, games, military uniform displays, a photo booth, 

along with cake and ice cream.  She stated the events would take place on Main Street by the history museum and 

that the Legion veterans will also be involved.  She stated they are looking for more ideas of activities if anyone 

wants to be involved or offer input.   
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PRESENTATION OF THE 2025 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Jackie Knowles from BerganKDV presented the audit of the financial statements for 2025.  She explained the 

revenues and expenditures for the general fund and the enterprise funds.  She stated the only noted deficiency was 

the lack of segregation of duties, which is noted every year, as there are limited number of staff in the finance 

department.        

MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNEN, SECONDED BY FALL, TO APPROVE THE 2025 AUDITED 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AS PRESENTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE, AYES – FALL, HEINEN, HENNEN 

AND RAMLER, NAYES – SCHMITZ.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.   

 

APPROVAL OF FIRE CONTRACTS WITH TOWNSHIPS 

Dockendorf stated that the City Attorney had approved the changes made to the contract and the contracts were sent 

out to the respective townships for their approval and signing.  Dockendorf stated that Collegeville Township had 

met since the contract was sent, that they signed the contract and returned it to the City.  She stated she wasn’t sure 

if the other townships have met yet since the final contract was sent to them or not.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY FALL, TO APPROVE THE CONTRACTS WITH 

WAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP, COLLEGEVILLE TOWNSHIP, AND LUXEMBURG TOWNSHIP FOR FIRE 

PROTECTION SERVICES FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 1, 2027 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2031.  

ROLL CALL VOTE, AYES – FALL, HEINEN, HENNEN AND RAMLER, NAYES – SCHMITZ.  MOTION 

PASSED 5-0. 

 

“WELCOME TO COLD SPRING” SIGNS  

Dockendorf stated that the EDA has been working on new welcome signs for the entrances to town that don’t 

already have them.  She stated that the signs will be made out of wood with a concrete pad and be located on the 

north and south entrances of the city.  She stated that agreements are still needed with the respective three property 

owners since the signs will be located on private property.  Councilor Schmitz stated discussions are still ongoing 

for a sign on the west side of town, at a more significant cost of approximately $60,000 to more closely match the 

type of sign that is on the east entrance.   

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY HENNEN, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE AND 

INSTALLATION OF THREE WOODEN “WELCOME TO COLD SPRING” SIGNS ON THE FOLLOWING 

PROPERTIES: ST. BONIFACE CEMETARY, COLD SPRING BREWING COMPANY SUITE D, AND 

WAKEFIELD TOWNSHIP PARK LAND, AS SHOWN ON THE MAPS PROVIDED BY STAFF, AT A TOTAL 

ESTIMATED COST OF $5,375.00 FOR ALL THREE SIGNS, WHICH INCLUDES THE SIGN, 

INSTALLATION BY PUBLIC WORKS, AND A CEMENT BASE; TO BE PAID FOR FROM THE EDA FUND, 

CONTINGENT UPON THE APPROVAL OF AGREEMENTS WITH THE THREE PRIVATE PROPERTY 

OWNERS.    ROLL CALL VOTE, AYES – FALL, HEINEN, HENNEN AND RAMLER, NAYES – SCHMITZ.  

MOTION PASSED 5-0.   

 

DISCUSS CIVILIAN REVIEW BOARD AND EMPLOYEE RESPONSES  

Kayla Ehresmann stated her frustration and disappointment in the amount of communication and lack of response 

she had with city staff and the Council in the last few weeks about a Civilian Review Board.  Dockendorf stated 

that her and Chief Blum had discussed Ehersmann’s suggestion and felt that it was not a good fit for the department 

and therefore did not feel the need for discussion at the Council level.  Ehresmann went on to state the reasons why 

she felt a review board was needed including to prevent bias and provide community involvement.    

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Chief Weber stated there have been 296 calls for service to date and twelve calls alone over the weekend.  He stated 

that burn restrictions have been removed and reminded residents that only recreational fires are allowed in town.  

He stated he has talked to the League of MN Cities about advertising the sale of surplus property from the fire 

department.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT  

Stueve stated that crack filling has been put out for bid.  He stated he would like to do as much crack filling as 

possible and then look at seal coating afterwards.  He stated that MnDOT staff had told him that no work would be 

planned for Hwy 23 near the 3rd Avenue Southeast intersection until 2038.  He suggested having an addendum or 

alternate added to the 3rd Avenue SE project for a mill and overlay from the northern starting point of the project to 
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Highway 23 since that section is in such poor shape. He stated depending on the bid results they could then determine 

whether to add that in the project or not.   

 

CITY ENGINEER REPORT  

Butler stated he will be preparing a proposal for the Wastewater Treatment Facility 90% design and have that ready for 

the next meeting.   

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Chief Blum stated that the replacement speed trailer will be shipped out at the end of the month.  He stated that the 2020 

Ford Explorer is being sold on MnBid online auction site.  He stated that Officer Mitchell Mueller had received a Letter 

of Commendation from the Stearns County Sheriff’s Department at their Spring Awards Ceremony for their actions in 

Paynesville in June of 2025.  Lastly, he stated that the ordinance enforcement is ongoing with the next step being 

administrative citations for those who failed to comply with the warning notice.  

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT  

Dockendorf stated that they did a walk-thru at the new library space and some additional modifications are still needed, 

which should be completed shortly.  Dockendorf stated that City offices will be closed on June 9 and 10 for moving.   

 

COMMISSION UPDATES 

A.  Planning Commission  

Councilor Hennen stated that they discussed an ordinance to allow chickens, a draft ordinance will be done to review at 

the next meeting.  He stated that they also discussed a modification to the current zoning ordinance regarding the 

requirement for fencing around in ground pools.  He stated that over the years technology has advanced and there are 

now locking covers for pools to prevent kids from opening covers.  He stated that staff will draft an ordinance to review 

at the next meeting to allow a locking cover as an alternative to a fence.  

 

B.  EDA 

Councilor Ramler stated that the items they discussed at their May 11, 2026 were already talked about including the 

welcome signs. 

 

C.  Park Board 

Mayor Heinen stated that they discussed the park space in River Links with the developer and residents.  He stated the 

funding to do the improvements was also discussed.  He stated that Rylan Sabo gave an update on Lookout Park.  

 

D.  Rocori Trail 

Councilor Schmitz stated they discussed maintenance on the trail from 14th Avenue South to the west.  He stated that the 

State of Minnesota is taking the board’s request to turn over the trail to the state to the next level to move forward on it.  

 

LIST OF BILLS 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY HENNEN, TO REVIEW AND ACCEPT PAYMENT OF 

THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $149,895.46 PRESENTED BY CITY 

STAFF.  ROLL CALL VOTE, AYES – FALL, HEINEN, HENNEN AND RAMLER, NAYES – SCHMITZ.  MOTION 

PASSED 5-0.  

 

GENERAL COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL  

Councilor Hennen stated that in response to Kayla Ehersmann’s comments about city staff, he felt that it must have been 

an outlier experience and that he has never heard comments like that before from anyone else.  He complimented staff on 

their professionalism.  

 

ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNEN, SECONDED BY FALL, TO ADJOURN AT 6:54 P.M., SEEING NO 

FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  ROLL CALL VOTE, AYES – FALL, HEINEN, 

HENNEN AND RAMLER, NAYES – SCHMITZ.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

 

 

___________________________________                     ______________________________________ 

Dave Heinen, Mayor               Kris Dockendorf, City Administrator 


