
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2021 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Heinen at 6:30 p.m.  The following City Council members were 

found to be present in person: Mayor Dave Heinen, Council Members Shannon Miller, Fran Ramler, Doug Schmitz 

and Gary Theisen.  Absent: none.  Others present: Brigid Murphy, Sue Dege and Jason Blum.  Others present by 

video/phone: Brian Lintgen, Jon Stueve, Tammy Paczkowski, Aaron Barker and Angie Mueller.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO APPROVE THE AGENDA OF THE 

FEBRUARY 23, 2021 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A.  Minutes – February 9, 2021 Regular Meeting  

B.  Conduct Excluded Bingo, Form LG240B, for Saints Peter & Paul Church, May 8, 2021, August 29, 2021 and 

November 6, 2021 at The Great Blue Heron 

C.  Saints Peter & Paul Church – LG220 Application – Raffle to be held November 6, 2021 at The Great Blue 

Heron 

D.  Church of St. Boniface – LG220 Application – Paddlewheels, Pull-Tabs & Raffle to be held May 7, 2021 at the 

Church of St. Boniface 

E.  Church of St. Boniface – LG220 Application – Raffle to be held June 6, 2021 at the Church of St. Boniface 

F.  Church of St. Boniface – LG220 Application – Bingo, Pull-Tabs & Raffle to be held August 21, 2021 & August 

22, 2021 at the Church of St. Boniface 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  

MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

REQUEST THAT THE CITY OF COLD SPRING ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH DONLAR 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY TO PROVIDE CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT AS THE ADVISOR 

FOR THE FIRE AND POLICE STATION AND THE GENERAL CONDITIONS OF THE AGREEMENT 

Sue Dege explained that she reviewed the agreement and made some minor changes so the agreement is not in final 

form, but she expects that Donlar will not have an issue with the changes.  She and Murphy explained that there is 

one part in the agreement regarding insurance that the City is still waiting to hear back on from their agent on too.    

MOTION WAS MADE BY MILLER, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO APPROVE ENTERING INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH DONLAR CONSTRUCTION COMPANY TO PROVIDE CONSTRUCTION 

MANAGEMENT FOR THE FIRE AND POLICE STATION CONSTRUCTION, SUBJECT TO FINAL 

APPROVAL OF TERMS AS RECOMMENDED BY THE CITY ATTORNEY.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

KWIK TRIP REQUEST 

Murphy explained that Kwik Trip has requested approval for an earlier construction start time of 6 am.  City 

Ordinance allows for construction noise to start at 7 am.  They are requesting the extra hour each morning to 

prepare for construction as they have a tight timeline for project completion.  Murphy stated that Wakefield 

Township does allow for construction starting at 6 am, and the nearest residential properties to the construction site 

are in the township.  Councilor Ramler stated he was not in favor of allowing the earlier start time as he believed it 

would set a precedent and that the Council would need to approve it for all future requests.   

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO DENY THE REQUEST SUBMITTED 

BY KWIK TRIP TO ALLOW CONSTRUCTION PREP AND WORK TO BEGIN AT 6:00 A.M. AT 325 CO RD 

49.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

   

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-11, PILGRIMS PRIDE DONATION TO THE HOCKEY AND SKATE PARK 

PROJECT AND DONATION AGREEMENT 

Murphy explained that $50,000 has been budgeted towards the improvements to the hockey rink in Pioneer Park, 

which will also be used as a skate park in the non-winter months.  She stated that the $100,000 donation from 

Pilgrims will be used to complete the project.  She stated she will be applying for an outdoor recreation grant 

through the Department of Natural Resources which requires a 50/50 match that could provide funding for 

additional amenities that are outside of what is already planned.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY MILLER, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2021-11, 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A DONATION FROM PILGRIMS PRIDE AND APPROVAL TO SIGN THE 

DONATION AGREEMENT.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 
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APPROVAL OF THE REVISED TAX ABATEMENT AGREEMENT WITH GOLD’N PLUMP 

POULTRY, LLC 

Murphy explained that the revisions were small and have been reviewed and approved by the City’s bond counsel.  

She stated the terms of the agreement for the length and percentage have not changed.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO APPROVE THE REVISED TAX 

ABATEMENT AGREEMENT WITH GOLD’N PLUMP POULTRY, LLC.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT 

Stueve stated that there have been several residents who had water line freeze ups over the last week.  Stueve 

reminded residents to check their water temperature and notify City Hall if they are going to run their water. Stueve 

added that staff is cleaning out catch basins to aid in draining all the melting snow.  Lastly, Stueve explained that 

the flower gardens along the fence line by the Holiday and Speedway properties are full of weeds and suggested 

removing the plants and replacing them with two-inch granite landscaping rock.  The Council was supportive of his 

suggestion.  

 

CITY ENGINEER REPORT 

A.  Project Updates  

Lintgen stated that construction will start this spring for the Water Treatment Plant.  He stated that he and Murphy 

are working on the easements for the sanitary sewer and water improvements project.  He stated that they are still 

working on design and preparing a request for proposal to vendors for the industrial pretreatment plant project.  

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT  REPORT 

A.  Request to Purchase the Yearly Subscription to iCrimefighter  

Chief Blum explained that the software is used by officers to gather photos and audio statements at the scene of 

calls which then later get downloaded.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE 

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION TO ICRIMEFIGHTER AT A COST OF $2,700.00, AND FURTHERMORE, TO BE 

PAID FOR OUT OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT BUDGET SUPPORT SERVICES LINE ITEM #6123.  

MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

B.  Sledding Hill  

Chief Blum stated that officers identified a vehicle that had driven up and down the sledding hill.  He stated that 

hopefully this will not happen again and reminded the public to report these acts.  

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT  

A.  SCORE Grant 

Murphy explained that this is a yearly grant to cover the costs for the public oil drop site and filter disposal.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY MILLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION FOR 

THE SCORE GRANT FROM STEARNS COUNTY.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

B.  Alexander Park Agreement with River Park Foundation 

Murphy explained that the agreement will allow for the River Park Foundation to hold five events annually to raise 

additional funds for further park improvements.  She stated that the additional improvements would only happen 

after the current debt is paid back in full.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPROVE ENTERING INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH RIVER PARK FOUNDATION FOR THE USE OF ALEXANDER PARK.  MOTION 

PASSED 5-0.   

 

C. Alexander Park Rental Forms and Fees 

Murphy explained the rental forms and fees which were modeled from the City of St. Cloud’s Eastman Park. The 

Council discussed that a substantial damage deposit fee may be appropriate since there was a large cost for the 

amenities at the park.  The Council discussed various scenarios and liability insurance for property damage and 

personal injury.  They considered having a two-tier approach and that the type of event would trigger the larger 

deposit and insurance requirement.  City Attorney Sue Dege stated that a two-tier approach would be appropriate as 

the risk increases with the number of attendees along with the presence of alcohol.   
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MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO APPROVE THE RENTAL FEES FOR 

ALEXANDER PARK AND THE RENTAL FORM FOR THE PARK.  MOTION FAILED 0-5. 

 

The Council further discussed that additional consideration be given to the form, that staff revise it and bring it 

back later for approval.  Councilor Ramler stated that he would like to further discuss all park rental fees so that 

repairs and maintenance costs are covered to keep the park shelters in good condition.  Murphy stated that can be 

considered during the budget meetings in the fall.  

 

D. Engagement Letter with Northland Securities 

Murphy stated that during the discussion on the USDA loan for the financing for the public safety building, it was 

noted that a letter is needed to state that the City is credit worthy.  She stated that depending on the Council’s level 

of comfort for length and interest rates of loans, consideration might be given to issuing a general obligation bond 

instead of a guarantee issuance with USDA.  She recommended engaging with Northland Securities to provide 

guidance on which option would best to fund the project.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY 

ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN THE ENGAGEMENT LETTER WITH NORTHLAND SECURITIES FOR 

ASSISTANCE IN FINANCING THE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

E.  Request Authorization to Sign Full and Final Release 

Murphy stated that several months ago the change order was explained and approved for the error in pipe length 

design. She stated this release is the final step for Stantec to pay the City $3,300.00 for that change order.   

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN 

THE WELLS 8 & 9 FULL AND FINAL RELEASE TO STANTEC.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.   

 

F.  Financial Planning Agreement with Northland Securities 

Murphy stated that Corey Gerads with Alliance Builders has requested financial assistance for the new apartment 

building, either through tax increment financing or tax abatement.  Murphy stated that Northland Securities 

assistance is needed to determine which financing assistance options are available for this project.  She stated that 

in the agreement with Northland Securities it states TIF only because that process takes longer than tax abatement.  

Murphy stated that tax abatement and economic development workforce housing do not have an income level 

requirement for renters, and therefore those two options would be the preference.    

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THEISEN, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY 

ADMINSTRATOR TO SIGN THE FINANCIAL PLANNING AGREEMENT WITH NORTHLAND 

SECURITIES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TIF DISTRICT FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOR 

WORKFORCE HOUSING.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

 

LIST OF BILLS 

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO REVIEW AND ACCEPT PAYMENT OF 

THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $129,845.75 AND SUPPLEMENTAL 

LIST TOTALING $19,465.24.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THEISEN, SECONDED BY MILLER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:28 P.M., SEEING NO 

FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 

 

 

___________________________________              ______________________________________ 

Dave Heinen, Mayor  Brigid Murphy, City Administrator 


