
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2021 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Dave Heinen at 6:30 p.m.  The following City Council members were 

found to be present in person: Mayor Dave Heinen, Council Members Fran Ramler and Doug Schmitz.  Absent: 

Shannon Miller.  Others present: Brigid Murphy, Brian Lintgen, Mike Fall, Joe Jelovnick, Corey Gerads, Jessica 

Green, Tammy Paczkowski, Shirley Sieben, Paul Steil, Lynn Schurman, Debra Holder, Ed Bies, Dan Soldner, 

Diane Swanson and Joe Jelovnick. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPROVE THE AGENDA OF THE 

NOVEMBER 9, 2021 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 3-0.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A.  Minutes – October 26, 2021 Regular Meeting and October 27, 2021 Special City Council Meeting  

B.  Resolution No. 2021-36 A Resolution Designating the Polling Place for 2022 

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  

MOTION PASSED 3-0. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON TAX ABATEMENT FOR ALLIANCE BUILDERS  

Mayor Heinen opened the Public Hearing at 6:32 p.m.  Corey Gerads from Alliance Builders explained the project, 

and Jessica Green from Northland Securities explained the options and purpose of tax abatement.  Mayor Heinen 

opened the public hearing for comments and the following individuals spoke at the hearing.  

1. Ed Bies – Ed stated that he has to pay property taxes and was not in favor of other property owners not having to 

pay property tax.  

2.  Diane Swanson – Diane stated her concerns over the amount of traffic and the number of units in the apartment 

complex.  

3.  Shirley Sieben – Shirley expressed concern about the amount of green space on the project, lighting, rezoning of 

the property, and school capacity issues.  

4.  Debra Holder – Debra stated her concerns about traffic coming in and out of the development, where kids would 

play, on-site parking, and high taxes.  

5.  Lynn Schurman – Lynn spoke in favor of the project and the need for housing for people who work in this 

community.  

6.  Paul Steil – Paul stated he was impressed with the developer and believed that this project will fill a need for 

market rate housing in Cold Spring. 

  

After calling three times for additional comments and hearing none, the public hearing was closed at 7:20 p.m. 

The Council agreed that they were supportive of the project and they would give authority for tax abatement at the 

85% level, not to exceed $264,022.  Murphy stated that there is an opportunity for additional funding for workforce 

housing through the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency in the form of a deferred three-year loan.  Murphy stated 

that the application deadline is January 11th and projects selected would receive notification in April of 2022. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2021-

37, A RESOLUTION APPROVING A TAX ABATEMENT REQUEST FROM ALLIANCE BUILDERS IN AN 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $264,022.  MOTION PASSED 3-0.  

   

REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS FOR THE OPEN CITY COUNCIL SEAT 

Murphy explained that four applications were received for the open council seat.  She proposed interviewing the 

applicants and then appointing the selected candidate at the November 23rd meeting.  Councilor Ramler inquired 

whether interviews needed to be held.  Councilor Schmitz and Mayor Heinen stated they felt candidates should be 

interviewed.  It was decided the interviews would be held at a workshop on November 23rd at 5:00 p.m. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE SETTING NOVEMBER 23, 

2021 AS THE INTERVIEW AND APPOINTMENT DATE FOR THE VACANT CITY COUNCIL POSITION.  

MOTION PASSED 3-0. 

 

CITY ENGINEERING REPORT 

A.  Change Order No. 2 Water Treatment Plant  

Lintgen explained that there has been some pump and electrical revisions to the Water Treatment Plant which 

resulted in a change order in the amount of $40,000.    
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MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPROVE THE CHANGE 

ORDER NUMBER 2 AS REQUESTED.  MOTION PASSED 3-0. 

 

B.  Project Updates 

Lintgen stated that work is continuing on the sewer pipe along County Road 2 and they are getting ready for 

the lift station portion of the project.  He stated that treatment vessels will be set in place with a crane at the 

Water Treatment Plant towards the end of November.  He stated that design work is completed to 90% for the 

Industrial Wastewater Pre-Treatment Plant. 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

A.  Rocori Trail Fiscal Agent Agreement with Stearns County and Escrow Account Request 

Murphy explained that Stearns County has agreed to be the fiscal agent for the construction of the last phase of 

the Rocori Trail.  She stated that there is a shortfall of $144,000 for the construction of the trail that is not 

covered by state and federal grants.  She stated that each of the three cities is being asked to contribute 

$48,000 into an escrow account for the shortage.  She explained that the shortage might end up being less due 

to the contingencies in the construction estimate, but it wouldn’t be known for sure until the end of the project.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPROVE ENTERING INTO 

THE FISCAL AGENT REQUEST WITH STEARNS COUNTY.  MOTION PASSED 3-0.  

 

B.  Reschedule the Delinquent Utilities Public Hearing from November 23, 2021 to the December 14, 2021 

Meeting 

Murphy explained that Stearns County will accept the assessment roll at a later date than originally thought, 

and therefore requested to change the hearing date to December 14, 2021. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE HOLDING THE 

DELINQUENT UTILITIES PUBLIC HEARING ON DECEMBER 14, 2021.  MOTION PASSED 3-0.   

 

C.  Warranty Deed for Parkland in River Links 

Murphy explained that when River Links 4 was platted, an outlot parcel was dedicated to the public for 

parkland, but the ownership was not established to the City.  She stated that the proposed warranty deed will 

accomplish the transfer of ownership to the City.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO ACCEPT THE WARRANTY 

DEED FOR THE PARKLAND IN RIVER LINKS WITH PARCEL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

48.29702.0867.  MOTION PASSED 3-0. 

 

D.  GIS Data from Five Bugles 

Murphy explained that Five Bugles has compiled the GIS data for the response time for the Fire Department. 

She suggested holding a special meeting to go over the data on November 30, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

LIST OF BILLS 

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO REVIEW AND ACCEPT 

PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $393,597.89 AND 

SUPPLEMENTAL LIST TOTALING $664,302.32.  MOTION PASSED 3-0. 

 

ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO ADJOURN AT 7:52 P.M., SEEING 

NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 3-0. 

 

 

___________________________________              ______________________________________ 

Dave Heinen, Mayor  Brigid Murphy, City Administrator 


